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From our friends at the News Service of Florida:

Preparing to become Florida State University president Monday, state Sen. John Thrasher, R-St. Augustine,
submitted his resignation from the Legislature effective at midnight Sunday. Thrasher's move Friday immediately
caused a political chain reaction, with state Rep. Ronald "Doc" Renuart, R-Ponte Vedra Beach, and Rep.
Travis Hutson, R-Elkton, taking formal steps to run for Thrasher's Senate seat.

Renuart and Hutson submitted resignation letters from the House, effective the day before a special general
election would be held in the Senate district. Renuart had already said he intended to run for the Senate seat after
Thrasher departed, and Hutson also was widely believed to be considering a bid. Republican Derek Hankerson,
who lost to Thrasher in a primary this year, also has indicated he will run.

Thrasher represents Senate District 6, which includes Flagler, Putnam and St. Johns counties and part of Volusia
County. Gov. Rick Scott will have to call a special election for the Senate seat, and special elections also will have
to be held to replace Renuart and Hutson in the House. Renuart represents District 17 in St. Johns County, while
Hutson represents District 24, which includes Flagler County and parts of St. Johns and Volusia counties.

Thrasher submitted his resignation a day after being confirmed by the state university system's Board of
Governors as president of Florida State University, his alma mater.

"It has truly been my pleasure and honor to serve the constituents of District 6 and to serve with you, Mr.
President, as well as many fine elected legislators over so many years," Thrasher wrote in his resignation letter to
Senate President Don Gaetz, R-Niceville. "I am grateful for the many opportunities afforded me during my time
in the Senate. Particularly, the appointment as chair of the Senate Committee on Rules for the last four years has
been a unique privilege." Thrasher also requested that the current staff in the District 6 office remain until his
replacement is elected.
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